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The City of San Antonio’s Aviation Department is 
moving ahead with major capital improvement plans
to design and build state-of-the-art airport facilities
and meet expansion needs for the future. Currently,
several projects are underway that will incorporate
design enhancements, including the Landscape and
Entrance Improvements Project, the Terminal
Expansion Project, and the New Parking Facility
Project. 

The largest of the new projects is the Terminal
Expansion, which has the single largest budget for
enhancements, totaling $800,000. This amount may
be divided into several commissions.  The Design
Enhancement Program received artist entries from
around the nation for this project, and an artist 
selection panel will soon convene to decide artist
commissions.  The Terminal Expansion will add six
gates in Terminal B, remove Terminal 2, and construct
eight new gates in Terminal C. 

The second-largest project will be the New Parking
Facility, which is currently completing its program-
ming  phase and will soon begin design on the planned
3000-space parking garage. The project site is 
adjacent to existing  long-term  and short-term 
garages. The programming phase is looking at 
functional needs of the airport, such as a 45,000
square-foot ground transportation center and pedes-
trian access to airport terminals. The enhancement
budget for this project is $400,000, and a selection
panel will identify  the project’s artist opportunities.
At year’s end, a National Call for Artists will be dis-
tributed. (CONTINUED PAGE 2)
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ABOVE: Aerial photograph of San Antonio International
Airport. BELOW: Masterplan, indicating terminals (B & C
are under design) and parking (red is under design).



New PAC Member Welcome 
The Public Art Committee (PAC) welcomed
two new members to its panel this October.
Kathy Vargas and Liza Ann Reyes were
appointed to serve on the PAC, which makes
recommendations to the Historic Design
Review Commission (HDRC) regarding all 
public art and design enhancements, gifts
and donations of art, and policy and issues.

Kathy Vargas: With over 30 years of experi-
ence as an exhibiting artist, Vargas is the cur-
rent Chair of the Art Department at the
University of the Incarnate Word. She holds a
Masters of Fine Arts degree from UTSA. 
Liza Ann Reyes: Ms. Reyes has worked for
over 20 years in Texas real estate.  A member
of both the National Association of Realtors
and the San Antonio Board of Realtors, Liza is
a recent appointee to the HDRC.
(For a complete list of PAC members, see page 4.)

Design Enhancement Program
Participates in Public Works Academy
Designed to familiarize City Council members and citizens
with the services provided by the City's Public Works
Department, the 2003 Public Works Academy held a series of
weekly classes this fall to provide information to the public
and address comments and questions. The Sept. 14 class
included a Design Enhancement presentation and process
overview, and many participants stayed after class to learn
more about getting their own community involved. 
LEFT: Public Works Academy

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
The smallest of the current projects, and first to get under-
way, is the Landscape and Entrance Project.  Austin, Texas
artist Margo Sawyer has been selected and is working with
project architects Gould Evans and Associates to design new
landscaping enhancements at the airport’s entrances.  The
landscape-based enhancements will add an artistic and 
historic touch to both Airport Boulevard and the River City. 

Although these projects will have their own unique design
and construction timetables, all work is being coordinated
through the Aviation Department’s Planning and Engineering
Division.  When complete, the airport envisions an incredi-
ble transformation to the overall transportation facility. To
find out more about these projects, visit the Aviation
Department website at www.sanantonio.gov/airport.

ABOVE: Austin, Texas artist Margo Sawyer has
contributed several concepts for enhancing 
garden-like thoroughfares and entrance areas.
Her design components will focus on an artistic
water feature and interpretive plaza. 

Fulton St. Enhancements Installation:
Residents and drivers along the Fulton Street Underpass
(between San Pedro and Blanco Road) should notice
recently-installed enhancements by local artist Twyla Arthur.
Retaining walls and mural treatments resulted from involve-
ment from Alta Vista and Beacon Hills neighborhood 
associations.       ABOVE: Section of underpass retaining wall.

PROGRAM NEWS
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Construction will begin next year for two coordinated projects: a new branch library and city park 
improvements.  Design enhancements are currently being integrated into both projects, which are located
on the city’s northeast side. 

Located at the corner of Judson and Nacogdoches Roads, the Julia Yates Semmes Branch Library at
Comanche Lookout Park will house 15,000 square feet of library space.  Placed adjacent to the park and
connected by trails, the library’s environmentally-sensitive architecture will utilize native materials to 
complement the surrounding environment.  Floor-to-ceiling windows located on the north side of the build-
ing will introduce natural light and allow visitors an unobstructed view of the park.  Emphasis will be placed
on the library’s outdoor amenities as well, including outdoor reading areas, a 100+ seat amphitheater, and
an outdoor children's learning center. The selected project artist, George Schroeder, is creating large-scale
sculptural enhancements to be located both within the library (as seating) and outside in the courtyard area.
A fifteen-foot rustic forged steel work consists of three vertical elements which arc and extend to the sky.
Reminiscent of a bundle of campfire branches or a cupped hand, the sculpture celebrates Comanche Lookout
Park's historical significance.  By attracting visitors to the outside Library areas, the work also helps provide
a seamless integration of indoor and outdoor spaces.  In honor of Mrs. Julia Yates Semmes’ philanthropic
work benefiting visually impaired citizens, the work is tactile in nature and incorporates elements such as
stamped textures to encourage viewers to experience it with their sense of touch as well as sight.

Henry W. Guerra Branch Library
Named after the well-known local historian, author and broadcast journalist, the Henry W. Guerra Branch
Library offers west side residents full branch library services, including computer classes, materials and 
services in Spanish, as well as audio, video and CD collections.  Approximately one third of the new branch 
materials will be for children.  The project’s artist Henry Stein, working with architects Sprinkle Robey, is 
providing an interior enhancement to the lobby/reception space that will include a series of six wall- 
mounted screens utilizing found objects and maps. The Guerra Branch Library is currently under 
construction and is planned for completion sometime next spring.

TOP LEFT: A maquette of George Schroeder’s outdoor enhancement sculpture.   TOP RIGHT: Elevation showing the north side of
Semmes Library and placement of the exterior enhancement.

ENHANCEMENTS @ SEMMES BRANCH & COMANCHE LOOKOUT PARK

Comanche Lookout Park will receive a series of trail markers created by Schroeder that include references
to the Comanche history of the area and resemble techniques and materials used in the new branch library.
Once both projects are complete, visitors to the northeast public facilities can explore trails, attend 
outdoor classes, learn local history, experience public art, and check out a book-- all in one trip.

REMEMBER TO GO ONLINE FOR CALL FOR ARTISTS OPPORTUNITIES
Call for Artists Applications and links to local, state, and national artist opportunities are available on the
Design Enhancement Program website.  Postings for upcoming design enhancement projects, such as the
projects included in this newsletter, can be found online and with all applications, deadlines, and submit-
tal information. Remember to bookmark the OPPORTUNITIES page of the program website, check the page
regularly for updates, and take the time to apply and participate in the design enhancement process.

WWWWWW.SANANT.SANANTONIO.GOV/PUBLICWORKS/PUBARONIO.GOV/PUBLICWORKS/PUBART/OPPORT/OPPORTUNITIESTUNITIES
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City of San Antonio
Mayor

Edward D.Garza

City Council
District 1 - Roger Flores
District 2 - Joel Williams
District 3 - Ron H. Segovia 
District 4 - Richard Perez
District 5 - Patti Radle
District 6 - Enrique Barrera
District 7 - Julian Castro
District 8 - Art A. Hall
District 9 - Carroll Schubert
District 10 - Chip Haass

City Manager
Terry M. Brechtel

Assistant City Manager
Melissa Byrne Vossmer

Public Works Director
Thomas G. Wendorf, P.E.

City Engineer
Douglas H. Yerkes, Ph.D., P.E.

CIP Manager       City Architect
Bill Krause            Tim Palomera

Design Enhancement Program
James M. LeFlore
Tamara Langwell

City of San Antonio
Department of Public Works
Design Enhancements
PO Box 839966
San Antonio, Texas 78283

Public Art Committee
Cakky Brawley
Artist / Professor

John Braxton
Historic Design Review Commission

Jeffrey Fetzer
Historic Design Review Commission

Woodruff Halsey
Cultural Arts Board

Liza Ann Reyes
Historic Design Review Commission

Kathy Vargas - PAC Vice Chair
Artist / Professor

Bernice Williams - PAC Chair
Historic Design Review Commission

The Public Art Committee meets to review
and make recommendations on cases
brought before the Historic Design and
Review Commission, in addition to advis-
ing staff on current initiatives and policies
concerning public art and design enhance-
ment. Meetings are held on the fourth
Friday of each month at the Development
& Building Services Center’s Tobin Room
(1901 South Alamo).

Fall/Winter Calendar

S.A. INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Holiday Music Festival
When: December 5 through 14
Choirs and orchestras from area
schools and churches bring holiday
cheer to airport terminals 1 and 2. 
Call 207-3542 for more information.

WITTE MUSEUM
Mexican Suites: Photography in
Mexico Exhibit
When: Sept 20, 2003 - Jan 18, 2004
FotoSeptiembre exhibition featuring
works by Manuel Alvarez Bravo, Tina
Modotti, Hugo Brehme, Paul Strand
and others. Call 357-1900 for more
information.

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF ART &
CRAFT
Playing Around: Toys Designed by
Artists
When: Nov. 13, 2003  - Jan. 10, 2004
A contemporary collection of colorful,
skillful, and wildly inventive toys.
Free. Call 224-1848 for more 
information.

The Design Enhancements Newsletter is published by the Department of Public Works' Public Art and Design Enhancement Program.
It is distributed to design professionals and community groups for the purpose of fostering collaboration within the art community
to promote local economic development and neighborhood revitalization.  

Send questions, comments or ideas to the address listed above, or contact the Program at (210) 207-5951 
or tlangwell@sanantonio.gov.  Visit us on the web at www.sanantonio.gov/publicworks/pubart.


